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By Dan Rabb

Most farmers markets across 
the downtown neighborhoods are 
planning to open as scheduled 
this spring, but it will hardly be 
business as usual. 

Labeled “essential” by the 
Baker administration, Boston’s 
farmers markets are bracing for 
how to balance surging demand 

for local food with the need for 
customer safety. Markets plan on 
implementing a range of rules and 
restrictions for both customers 
and vendors that, for the coming 
year at least, will fundamentally 
change the outdoor markets that 
are a hallmark of Boston’s summer 
season. 

Continued on Page 2

Farmers Markets
Deemed Essential

By Joe Walsh

Will coronavirus throw a 
wrench in the sale of the Hynes 
Convention Center?

The state is angling to sell the 
Back Bay facility to a developer 
and use the proceeds to expand 
the Boston Convention and 
Exhibition Center (BCEC). But if 
coronavirus leads to an enduring 

decline in convention travel, the 
BCEC may no longer need an 
expansion, and a wider economic 
crisis could dampen interest in 
redeveloping the Hynes itself. This 
uncertainty has led some locals to 
reach for the pause button.

Legal approval is the first 
hurdle. The Governor still needs 
approval from the state legislature 
before the Hynes can be sold, but 

the legislature is focused almost 
entirely on the coronavirus crisis, 
so some local lawmakers say their 
stamp of approval for the Hynes 
sale will face delays.

“We’re still figuring out how 
we can meet and vote,” said 
Representative Jay Livingstone, 
who represents the Back Bay. 

Hynes Sale Could
Be on Life Support

Mother’s Day got its start on Beacon 
Street in the Back Bay celebrating not 
only mothers but peace.

Julia Ward Howe, who lived most 
of her life at 241 Beacon Street, began 
advocating a “Mother’s Day” in the 
1870s. The ancient Greeks held spring 
ceremonies for Rhea, mother of gods, 
and in the 1600s the English had a 
“Mothering Day”, where servants were 
given the fourth Sunday of Lent off to 
bring cakes to their mothers. America’s 
Mother’s Day, however, started with 
Howe.

Howe was not an average mother. 
She was an activist , an abolitionist, 
a women’s sufferage advocate and a 
writer who clashed with her prominent 
transcendentalist husband Samuel 
Gridley Howe over his wish that she 
shun public life. According to her diary, 
he beat her. 

She considered divorcing him on 
various occasions but never did.

Howe is best known for writing the 
militant words to the “Battle Hymn of 
the Republic”, the unofficial song of the 
Union Army. 

Mother’s Day Was
Conceived in Boston

Fruit or Flowers?
With this issue, The Boston 

Guardian celebrates our fourth 
anniversary of publishing. 

Number four is traditionally 
memorialized by fruit or flowers. 
Publishing a newspaper with all 
of the current insanity makes 
us feel more like fruit cakes 
than fruit while we long for 
the simpler days of 60s flower 
children believing in peace, 
harmony and love.

As we enter our fifth year, there 
is much to be grateful for. Our 
advertisers understand the value 
of print advertising not only for 
themselves but the importance 
of having an independent and 

objective news outlet for Boston’s 
downtown neighborhoods. We 
are most grateful to you, our 
readers, who invite us into your 
homes and your lives every 
Friday.

Continued on Page 2
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By Daniel Friedman
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“Things have been frenetic,” says Edith 
Murnane, Executive Director of Mass 
Markets, which operates the Copley Square 
Farmers Market. “We’re doing the hard work 
of thinking through almost every aspect of 
farmers markets and figure out how we create 
a viable, safe and healthy environment.”

In the downtown neighborhoods, the 
Copley market intends to open as planned on 
May 15. While the future of SOWA’s market 
remains unclear,  the otherwise shuttered 
Boston Public Market (BPM) operates its 
outdoor market three days a week. BPM 
also plans to open its satellite market on the 
Greenway’s Dewey Square next month. 

Both market managers and vendors expect 
this season to be a busy one. Demand for 
locally sourced food has surged in the weeks 
since the pandemic began. Many vendors 
experienced better than average sales at 
nearby winter markets, as Bostonians spend 
money budgeted for restaurants on premium 
meals at home.

On an unseasonably snowy April Saturday 
outside the BPM, Jason Tucker of Red’s Best 
sold local haddock and monkfish to a steady 
stream of customers. Tucker said he’s not 
surprised to see so many customers braving 
the icy conditions. Since the pandemic 
began, the company has seen growth in 
direct to consumer sales through farmers 
markets and delivery. 

“It has been really encouraging to see the 
groundswell of support,” said Tucker, who 
serves as the company’s Farmers Market 
manager. “We’ve been selling this message of 

getting to people to eat local, underutilized 
fish for twelve years, and now we’re starting 
to see people rely on it.”

For Red’s Best, like many vendors, the 
bulk of direct to consumer sales have 
been through delivery rather than farmers 
markets. But Tucker says he expects this to 
shift as the weather gets warmer. He also 
says that regardless of how much fish he sells 
from his stand, visibility at Copley and BPM 
is a crucial element of marketing the delivery 
service. 

“It’s really vital to our brand identity and 
to our place in the community,” he said. “It’s 
how a lot of people have gotten to know who 
we are.” 

Although most markets still plan to 
open, the customer experience will be quite 
different in the months ahead.  Rather than 
a destination to meander, grab a meal and 
sample local products, the markets will be 

more akin to an outdoor grocery store. 
Along with an array of hygiene and 

distancing measures, Copley Square Market 
will have limited entry and tightly controlled 
traffic flow, all with the goal of moving 
customers in and out as quickly as possible. 
Customers won’t be able to select their own 
produce, which must be kept at least six feet 
away from the public at all times. A compre-
hensive set of state guidelines for all markets 
is expected in the weeks ahead. 

While Murnane laments that Copley and 
other market won’t be the social hubs they 
have been in the past, their community 
building function won’t be lost completely.

“It will be definitely be constrained,” she 
said. “But you still know who you’re buying 
product from, seeing the familiar faces of 
the farmer or the bread baker and talking to 
them about the best way to prepare an item. 
All that is still there.” 

Hynes Sale
Continued from Page 1

“Until that happens, we 
can’t [move forward on] any 
legislation.”

Further down the road, 
coronavirus could bruise the 
convention industry. Mass 
gatherings are a public health 
risk and nonessential travel is 
discouraged, causing conven-
tion bookings to plummet and 
forcing planners to cancel any 
scheduled events for the next 
few months. Boston’s conven-
tion centers are not exceptions 
to this rule, especially as 
BCEC transforms itself into an 
emergency field hospital.

This sudden collapse in travel 
and events could spell long-term 
trouble for Boston’s convention 
business. Social distancing rules 
could carry over for months, 
and larger events might be 
muted or discouraged for 
years, noted state Senator Will 

Brownsberger, whose district 
includes the Hynes.

“Conventions are a classic 
superspreading situation,” 
said Brownsberger. “I think 
COVID-19 is going to require a 
reassessment of the future of the 
convention industry.”

If coronavirus leaves a 
lasting mark on the conven-
tion business, it may render 
the $500 million planned 
BCEC expansion unnecessary, 
Brownsberger said. Governor 
Charlie Baker has argued that 
more ballrooms and meeting 
spaces will help BCEC attract 
a range of larger international 
events that the center is current-
ly too small to host, but these 
types of events may become a 
rarity for years to come.

The Massachusetts 
Convention Center Authority, 
which owns and operates both 
the Hynes and the BCEC, 
declined to comment.

Still, Brownsberger believes 

the Hynes and BCEC could 
both take financial hits. Local 
advocates have looked skepti-
cally at the Hynes sale since it 
was proposed last year, arguing 
that the removal of convention 
traffic from the Back Bay could 
send economic ripples through 
the local business community. 
But now, coronavirus may 
hasten a slide in bookings 
and revenue for both venues. 
Coronavirus could also slow 
efforts to redevelop the Hynes. 
As the country slides into a deep 
recession, real estate developers 
may grow reluctant to start any 
new projects and financiers 
may tighten their purse strings, 
possibly slowing the sale or 
causing any redevelopment 
opportunities to temporarily 
evaporate.

“It raises questions about 
the viability of both facilities,” 
Brownsberger said. “Everyone’s 
plans are subject to a lot of 
uncertainty right now.”

Mother’s Day
Continued from Page 1

Following the carnage of the 
war and the 1870 outbreak of the 
Franco-Prussian War, however, 
Howe changed her tune. In 1870, 
she penned the Mother’s Day 
Proclamation, exhorting women to 
press for peace. Howe’s Mother’s Day 
was not intended as a day for children 
to honor mothers, but as a mens for 
mothers to leversge maternity and 
marriage against war. “Our husbands 
will not come to us, reeking with 
carnage; For caresses and applause”, 
she wrote. “Our sons will not be 
taken from us to unlearn; All that 
we have been able to teach them of 
charity, mercy and patience; We the 
women of one country; Will be too 
tender of those of another country; 
To allow our sons to be trained in 
injure theirs”.

Throughout the 1870s, Howe 
pushed the pacifying benefits of 
motherhood at Mother’s Peace 

Day observances held annually on 
the second Sunday of June at the 
Church of Disciples in Boston. She 
lobbied for formal recognition of this 
“Mother’s Day for Peace”, but was 
not immediately successful.

Howe’s effort was influenced by the 
work of Ann Jarvis, a West Virginian 
who started what she called “Mother’s 
Work Days” to improve sanitation 
conditions in Civil War camps. In the 
early 1900s, Jarvis’ daughter, Anna 
Jarvis, was aware of Howe’s work and 
began her own campaign to establish 
an official Mother’s Day. Jarvis first 
convinced the West Virginia Church 
that her mother had intended to 
celebrate the day on the anniversary 
of the elder Jarvis’ death, the second 
Sunday of May. 

Following lobbying by Jarvis and 
supporters, most states celebrated 
the holiday by 1911. Mother’s Day 
quickly shed its pacifist origins for 
a less complicated appreciation 
of mothers. In 1914, President 
Woodrow Wilson made it a national 
holiday.

Overnight monthly parking pass 
$173/month 

Keep Dry 
24/7 access monthly parking 

$394/month 

200 STUART STREET GARAGE 200 
� 200 Stuart St. Boston, MA 02116 

www .200stuartstreetgarage.com 617-3 77-417 4 UP!m � � 

Farmers Markets
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Congratulations on the 4th anniversary 
of the Boston Guardian!

FROM DISTRICT 2 CITY COUNCILOR ED FLYNN AND FAMILY

ed.flynn@boston.gov .  617-635-3203 . @edforboston

St. Anthony Is Continuing
Outreach Amidst Pandemic

By Elissa Esher

Even while social distancing, St. Anthony 
Shrine is reaching the most vulnerable. 

For over 70 years, the “Church on Arch 
Street,” a center for Catholic ministry in 
downtown Boston directed by the Franciscan 
friars of Holy Name Province, has provided 
community outreach programs, including, 
in more recent years, groups to help grieving 
parents and LGBTQ people as well as a free 
women’s clinic. On March 12, however, the 
church was forced to close due to COVID-19 
concerns. It moved its Mass online, rushing 
woman's clinic nurses to Boston Hope and 
cutting most of its outreach programs.   

Nevertheless, St. Anthony has found 
ways to continue serving the community by 
targeting some of those at greatest risk now, 
the elderly and the homeless. 

Mary Ann Ponti, outreach director at 
St. Anthony, has continued to visit those 
living on the streets. She has done this at 
least three days a week every week since the 
shrine was shut, handing out masks and 
reminding them to practice good personal 
hygiene. Ponti, who knows many of Boston’s 
homeless by name, believes that this ministry 
is more crucial now than ever. 

“Most of us have friends and family we can 
process all this information with, but they 
don’t have that,” said Ponti. “When you’re 
on the street and don’t have anybody to talk 
to or get information from, it can be very 
scary and confusing, as well as dangerous. So 
I’ve been answering a lot of questions lately.”

Ponti also runs the Franciscan Food Center 
at St. Anthony, a ministry that provides free 
groceries to the hungry. Relocated to the 
church’s garage on Arch Street, the Food 
Center is St. Anthony’s only formal ministry 
that’s still active in the pandemic. 

Father Tom Conway, executive director of 
St. Anthony Shrine says the Food Center had 
some 450 participating families earlier this 
year, but that number dropped by almost 
half after the church’s closure in March, 
causing the ministry to cut operations down 
to just one day a week instead of two. 

Conway cited elderly participants being 
unable to leave home without putting 
themselves in danger as a factor in this drop 
in the Food Center’s customers. Friars at the 
shrine are planning to reach out to members 
of the church’s program for the elderly by 
phone to help ease the pain of isolation felt 
by these senior citizens at this time.

“Every day that goes by is worse than the 
day before when you’re lonely, so we know 
this next month is going to be especially 
tough for seniors living alone,” Conway said. 
“So many seniors in our program are cut off 
from loved ones right now and longing for 
connection. We want to offer some respite 
from that.”

Though Massachusetts’s stay-at-home 
advisory is set to be lifted May 18, Conway 
says reopening St. Anthony will be “compli-
cated” as conducting Masses and regular 
outreach programs risks mixing several 
extremely vulnerable segments of society 
with the less vulnerable, such as younger 
people. In any event, the church remains 
closed indefinitely, but he hopes that the 
hearts of individuals will be open. 

“When people are told to be socially 
isolated for a long time, there’s a tendency 
to start only thinking about yourself,” said 
Conway. “That’s a big danger to seniors 
and the homeless right now. I hope that, 
instead, public imagination is stirred toward 
compassion.”

SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY IS

THANK YOU!

TO BOSTON’S
ESSENTIAL WORKERS. 

GRATEFUL
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Police Arrest Back
Bay Arson Suspect

By Elissa Esher

Police arrested a Boston man last Monday 
for allegedly setting at least two of 10 
dumpster fires that lit up the Back Bay last 
weekend. The accused, William Elliott, 44, 
has been charged with arson of personal 
property, according to police. 

The fires occurred within a one-mile radius 
between Friday night and Sunday night, 

making some of the section smell like a bad 
cookout. Police say the blazes, most of which 
were behind residences, were reported and 
doused quickly, so damages were confined to 
the bins, some of which were destroyed.

Serial dumpster arson is by no means 
common in the Back Bay, but it isn’t unheard 
of. In December, a large dumpster fire behind 
128 Newbury St. caused $1.5 million in 
damage, and in February, the Boston Fire 

Department’s Fire Investigation Unit probed 
a series of dumpster fires in Public Alley No. 
432; the results of which were inconclusive. 

Back Bay resident Ann Swanson expressed 
her concern:

“We saw in December that these fires can 
do serious damage to our fragile historic 
buildings. Yes, the fires start in dumpsters, 
but they’re within a foot or two of homes 
and businesses. That’s really threatening.”

Police Sergeant Paul DeLeo said it is 
unknown whether the February fires are 
connected with last weekend’s. He does 
not, however, believe that there is reason for 

“... the importance of  
the free press in a democratic society  

... the essential role 
a newspaper can play in its community.” 

robert kennedy

State Senator Will Brownsberger
Congratulates the 
Boston Guardian

Four Years of 
Serving the Public

Covering the Local News that Matters

WB_Ad_Guardian_2020.indd   1WB_Ad_Guardian_2020.indd   1 4/17/20   10:36 AM4/17/20   10:36 AM

‘We aren’t concerned 
about this being an 
ongoing pattern.’

Paul DeLeo
Police Sergeant

In uncertain times,
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community. 
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neighborhood
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 —Boston City
Councilor At-Large
Michelle Wu

residents to worry.
“We aren’t concerned about this being an 

ongoing pattern,” DeLeo said. “An arrest 
has been made and those conducting the 
investigation have led us to believe there is 
no longer anything to be worried about.”

Callers started reporting the fires around 
6:20 p.m., Friday, directing police to 
a dumpster behind the Church of the 
Covenant in Public Alley No. 436, according 
to police. Then a flood of calls reporting two 
new fires came, one on the same alley and 
another in Public Alley No. 439.

Another dumpster was set ablaze at 
roughly 1 p.m. Saturday in Public Alley No. 
441, and a fifth was reported 10 minutes 
later in Public Alley No. 435. Five more 
bins were set ablaze on Sunday in public 
alleys 430, 436, 439, and 440, as well as in 
the Public Garden. Police say they cannot 
confirm at this time whether each dumpster 
fire was ignited by the same person, but their 
proximity and quick succession led some 
investigators to suspect they were. Police 
released an anonymous source’s description 
of the suspect as well as a surveillance image 
of him on Monday. Elliott was arrested 
between Exeter and Fairfield streets in Public 
Alley No. 440 just hours later, according to 
police, at about 8 p.m.

Community members have few resources 
when it comes to preventing this crime, but 
DeLeo did have one suggestion.

“Lock your dumpster lids! It’s pretty much 
the only thing you can do to secure your 
waste in those alleys.”
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Beacon Hill Townhouse - 160 Mount Vernon Street
This inviting and aesthetically pleasing four story townhouse built in 1871 is in excellent 
condition. The current owners, who have resided there for 34 years, have brought the 
house into the 21st century while retaining historic details. There is sensational light and 
lovely views from both the front and rear. The house has a wonderful, spacious roof deck, 
gracious rooms, central a/c and a beautiful garden which has been on The Beacon Hill 
Garden Tour. The building foundation has been underpinned and the garden level has 
been totally renovated. There is a full on-site parking space. This is a “must-see.”  

$4,975,000

sallytbrewster@gmail.com ~ 617-367-0505
visit our website www.brewberk.com

BREWSTER & BERKOWITZ 
REAL ESTATE

 
When: Thurs. May 14th, 4PM

Where: Zoom
 

 If you are interested in joining, please
email Sarah.Mills@mahouse.gov and she

will provide the Zoom login info.
 

I hope to see you there! 

Virtual Office
Hours with State

Rep. Jay
Livingstone

www.jaylivingstone.com

76 Charles Street
Retail For Sale

Retail condominium space on one 
of Charles Street’s best blocks 
surrounded by numerous shops 
and restaurants. Street level with 
magnificent display window.

392 square feet with 14’ ceiling and 
spiral stair to a small storage loft.
 $595,000

Joe Govern: 857-222-5235
 joe@streetandcompany.com

78 Charles Street, Boston, MA 02114
617-742-5235

www.streetandcompany.com

By Joe Walsh

School is out, but one Suffolk University 
dorm is still being put to good use.

Suffolk has transformed Miller Hall, a 
high-rise dormitory at the base of Beacon 
Hill, into a temporary homeless shelter 
for the Pine Street Inn. The building now 
houses hundreds of vulnerable Bostonians, 
allowing them to socially distance in an 
age when coronavirus has severely hurt the 
homeless community.

“We did not hesitate for a moment,” said 
John Nucci, Suffolk’s senior vice president of 
external affairs. “We think it’s very import-
ant for colleges and universities to step up 
and help at this time.”

This temporary refuge is designed to 
relieve congestion in Boston’s other homeless 
shelters. Most shelters are crowded facilities 
with few opportunities for social isolation, 
meaning that a coronavirus outbreak could 
travel through the homeless population 
qu i ck l y. 

Suffolk Shelter
From the Storm

Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 8

Some Want School
At Hurley Building

By Joe Walsh

Some Beacon Hill residents hope to swap 
an aging Cambridge Street office building 
with a school and a senior center.

State officials are angling to redevelop 
the Hurley Building, a state-owned office 
complex that was constructed as part of the 
Government Center project. Officials have 
not chosen a developer or offered a vision for 
the site, but neighbors are urging the state to 
consider the Hill’s priorities. Some residents 
are pitching retail spots, apartments, and 
community spaces on the site, while others 

are encouraging officials to leave most of 
the building intact. The state plans to select 
a developer who would lease the property, 
build a new complex of some kind, and then 
rent some office space back to state agencies. 
The Hurley Building’s future is ultimately 
in the hands of whoever redevelops the site, 
but officials are offering some clues. The 
eventual redevelopment could involve more 
density and taller structures, and officials say 
the building itself will probably be partly or 
entirely demolished.
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By Joe Walsh

If a tree falls in the Emerald Necklace and 
nobody is there to log its data, does it make 
a sound?

The Emerald Necklace Conservancy is 
hoping to prune thousands of trees by the 
end of this year, and every single cut and 
scrape will be entered into a database that 
tracks the park system’s 8,000 trees. This is 
a high-tech solution to an old problem, and 
Conservancy staff say it keeps the parks in 
healthy shape.

“These kinds of systems can help us 
prioritize where to work,” said Karen 

Mauney-Brodek, president of the Emerald 
Necklace Conservancy. “It is definitely a 
newer solution to a long term issue.”

The organization started building its 
database seven years ago, when it hired an 
arborist to inspect every tree in the Necklace 
and log its age, shape, health and species. 
Now, as the Conservancy works to plant 
hundreds of trees and remove dying limbs 
from existing trees, this detailed dataset 
is key. Wireless tablets are now part of 
Conservancy workers’ toolkits, and all new 
tree work is logged in real time.

Tracking 8,000 Trees

Continued on Page 9

Continued on Page 8

Continued on Page 8

Available for immediate move in
1 bedroom apartment, in unit laundry

$3,375 per month
Situated between the Back Bay and South End, Saint Botolph 

Street is one of Boston’s most noteworthy streets.
Off Street parking available for rent.

617-247-3070
rentals@thecopleygroup.com

www.thecopleygroup.com

127 Saint Botolph St

Fresh Food for 
500 Families

By Joe Walsh

A green box truck barreled through the 
Fenway last week, brimming with boxes of 
fresh fruit and vegetables. When it arrived, 
community leaders breathed a sigh of relief.

These produce boxes went to almost 
500 needy families across the Fenway, the 
second installment in an emergency food 
distribution effort organized by the city and 
local nonprofits. After coronavirus caused 
thousands of Bostonians to lose their jobs, 
shuttered some of the food suppliers that 
residents rely on and forced seniors to 
shelter indoors, these boxes could not have 
arrived at a more critical time.

“We’ve seen a skyrocketing amount of 
food need,” said City Councilor Kenzie 
Bok, who represents the Fenway. “There 
are a lot of people who are suffering in this 
crisis who are not on the normal lists.”

This week’s food drop was a small 
response to a nationwide food crisis. As 
coronavirus wreaks havoc on the economy 

and the healthcare system, scores of people 
are suddenly unemployed and in need of 
immediate help, and beleaguered food 
pantries are struggling with a drastic surge 
in demand.

Simultaneously, new social distancing 
rules have halted many of the Fenway’s 
usual food supply systems. Low-cost 
produce distributer Fair Foods has 
paused its operations, the neighborhood’s 
free community dinners are on hold, 
homebound seniors are avoiding grocery 
stores and food pantries, and none of the 
city’s free breakfast and lunch distribution 
spots are located in the Fenway.

‘We’ve seen a 
skyrocketing amount  

of food need.’
Kenzie Bok

City Councilor

Summer at Fenway Park 
Still Remains a Mystery

By Alexa Gagosz 

Dead & Company cancelled their 
two-night show, a postponed Jamed Taylor 
concert continues to loom with a ‘to be 
determined’ date, and the home opener 
of the Red Sox 2020 season has now been 
delayed indefinitely. Still, Fenway Park is 
at the starting gate of how to navigate the 
season and events this summer due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

Boston Red Sox President and CEO Sam 
Kennedy said that he is optimistic for the 
return of baseball this season, even if games 
resumed in a fanless park, but there are no 
firm plans as of yet. 

“Baseball is important, but it is largely 
irrelevant with what the country is dealing 
with,” said Kennedy on a community 
conference call Wednesday night with 

elected officials and neighborhood leaders.
Yet, the return of baseball may remain 

speculative as most nonessential businesses 
will be left up to government officials and 
the MLB commissioner to decide on. While 
Dead & Company pulled the plug on their 
entire summer tour, tallying 17 concert 
dates this summer, including their shows 
at Fenway; James Taylor & His All-Star 
Band is being rescheduled with no official 
date as of yet. Maroon 5, Leon Bridges and 
Meghan Trainor look to be the first concert 
at Fenway, for now, scheduled for June 24.

Dave Friedman, Red Sox Senior Vice 
President of Legal and Government Affairs, 
said the MLB Major League Baseball 
player’s union came to an agreement to 
have players get paid a certain amount, 
even if there are no games at all. 
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By Joe Walsh

Why is it so hard to fill up a tank of gas 
around here?

In Boston’s downtown neighborhoods, gas 
stations are an increasingly rare commodity. 
Glitzy new developments and harsh business 
conditions have left the city’s core with only 
five places to buy gas, all of which are huddled 
at the edges of the Fenway and the South End. 
And as more developers eye Boston and more 
residents switch away from driving, some 
experts expect this trend to continue.

In many cases, the area has traded gas 
stations for real estate developments. Most 
recently, Grampy’s Gas on Beacon Hill 
closed six years ago to make way for an office 
building. For most owners, selling their 
property in Boston’s explosive real estate 
market is more lucrative than pumping gas 
and selling snacks.

“The calculus is easy,” said Ryan Buell, a 
Harvard Business School associate professor 
who studies the service industry. “If you own 
a gas station and you own the land that it sits 
on, the value of the real estate itself would 
eclipse the value of the gas station.”

In the next few years, yet another local gas 
station is expected to follow this equation. 
A developer is planning to replace the Shell 
station on Boylston Street in the Fenway with 

a hotel, a project that will eventually leave 
downtown Boston’s drivers with just four 
places to fill up a tank of gas.

M V Petroleum, a Gulf franchise in the 
South End, is no stranger to developers’ 
ambitions. Owner Matt Ivil has gotten several 
offers for his land in recent years, though he 
says none have been compelling enough to 
make him sell his gas station. He hopes to stay 
in business to support his family and employ-
ees, but an especially strong offer could make 
closing up shop the best option.

“We haven’t gotten any real offers,” Ivil 
said. “To get us out of here, it’d have to be a 
once-in-a-lifetime offer.”

Real estate is not the only factor behind 
the area’s dearth of gas stations. Selling gas 
is a tough business with low profit margins, 
especially in a place where driving is not the 
preferred mode of transportation. Very few 
downtown residents drive to work every day, 
and about half of the area’s households do 
not even own a car, according to recent U.S. 
Census Bureau data. But even in a more car 
friendly area, running a gas station is not easy. 
Profits are slim, the price of gas is dictated 
by the market, upkeep costs are rising, and 
electric vehicles could draw away customers, 
Buell noted. 

Need Some Gas?  
Good Luck to You

Continued on Page 9

THE  IMPORTANCE  OF  OUR  MEDIA  IN  

KEEPING  THE  PUBLIC  SAFE  AND  INFORMED  

HAS  NEVER  BEEN  CLEARER .

 

THANK  YOU  TO  OUR  ESSENTIAL  WORKERS ,

HEALTHCARE  PROFESSIONALS ,  AND  EVERY  DAY  

FOLKS  DOING  THEIR  PART  TO  END  THIS  PANDEMIC .

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE BOSTON GUARDIAN 
ON ANOTHER YEAR OF RELIABLE,  ACCURATE,  

AND INSIGHTFUL LOCAL REPORTING.

THANK YOU TO THE STAFF AND
READERS OF THE BOSTON GUARDIAN

SINCERELY ,  

JON  SANTIAGO

STATE  REPRESENTATIVE
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“It has a lot of oddities and quirks,” 
Abigail Vladeck from the state Division 
of Capital Asset Management said at 
a virtual community meeting last 
week. “It doesn’t have the dynamism 
that you’d expect for a building in its 
location.”

This process is in the early stages. 
The state hopes to select a developer 
by the end of next year and wrap up 
construction by 2025. Vladeck does 
not expect the coronavirus crisis to 
seriously alter this plan, arguing that 
demand for Boston real estate should 
remain strong even if economic and 
public health perils give developers 
cold feet.

“We don’t want to make real 
estate decisions based on headlines,” 
Vladeck said.

As developers look to craft the site’s 
future, Beacon Hill residents are asking 
the state to consider any positive or 
negative impacts on the neighbor-
hood. A dense office building could 
bring heaps of traffic to an already 
beleaguered Cambridge Street, some 
locals warn, but apartments and retail 
could enliven the street and give the 
area new amenities.

Plus, civic leaders say part of the 
site could house a school or a senior 
center. The Hill lacks a public school 
for neighborhood families or a formal 
space for seniors, and the Hurley is a 
rare opportunity to meet that need, 

said Robert Whitney, president of the 
Beacon Hill Civic Association.

“There is a long history of public 
schools in the Beacon Hill area,” he 
said. “There’s definitely a desire for it. 
There are kids on Beacon Hill who 
would go there.”

Meanwhile, some neighbors say the 
building itself is worth preserving. 
The 50-year-old Hurley Building is 
a cement brutalist icon, and while 
some passersby dislike the structure, 
others argue that it is architecturally 
important.

The state commissioned a report 
on the building’s history that weighed 
either tearing down the entire 
structure or preserving small parts 
of it. Vladeck acknowledged that the 
building is historically notable, but 
its maintenance needs and ineffi-
cient layout will make it difficult to 
preserve in its entirety when the area 
is redeveloped.

Still, a handful of locals hope the 
state will preserve the polarizing 
building. A developer could adjust 
parts of the building while retaining 
its basic structure, argued Hill 
resident and architectural historian 
Martha McNamara. Even if brutalist 
structures like the Hurley are often 
criticized, she says they are key parts 
of Boston’s history.

“They’re hard to love because the 
architecture of the 1970s has not 
been rediscovered,” McNamara said. 
“If we lose these buildings, we might 
be sitting 20 or 30 years from now, 
recognizing what we’ve lost.”

Hurley Building
Continued from Page 5

For that reason, hundreds of homeless residents 
have already tested positive for the virus, and 
officials are scrambling to make existing shelters 
less dense.

Suffolk began relieving this pressure about three 
weeks ago, when it opened Miller Hall’s 340 beds 
to homeless residents citywide. All of these beds 
are spread across single and double rooms that 
make privacy and social distancing easy. None of 
the occupants have tested positive for coronavirus, 
but most residents are older, meaning that crowded 
traditional shelters were risky for them.

“There isn’t much opportunity for social 
distancing,” said Pine Street spokesperson Barbara 
Trevisan. 

The Pine Street Inn is responsible for operating 
the Miller Hall shelter, and the organization and 
the city are paying for most of its expenses. Suffolk 
will allow the shelter to stay open until at least 
August, though Nucci said the school is prepared 

to keep the space available for longer if needed.
Pine Street staff are eager to stay at Miller Hall for 

as long as necessary. The dorm has taken pressure 
off of the city’s existing shelters, Trevisan explained, 
and its accommodations are comfortable.

“I think people are thrilled to be in a place where 
they feel safe and secure,” Trevisan said. “They’re 
not crowded together.” 

Still, Trevisan believes the coronavirus crisis 
has laid bare the vulnerabilities and inequities 
that the homeless community faces. When all of 
Pine Street’s residents were tested for the virus last 
month, more than a third were positive even though 
few showed any major symptoms, a shocking result 
that highlights how quickly the virus can spread 
through a vulnerable population.

For advocates like Trevisan, the long-term solution 
is more permanent housing for the homeless, a 
longstanding goal for Pine Street. Residents of the 
group’s supportive housing complexes face a lower 
risk of contracting coronavirus, Trevisan noted, and 
their overall health and quality of life are stronger. 
“It really points to the continued need to get people 
out of crowded shelters and into homes,” she said.

Suffolk Shelter
Continued from Page 5

Fresh Food
Continued from Page 6

“The landscape of socializing 
in the Fenway is also a landscape 
of food,” Bok said. “As that shut 
down, people lost a lot of their 
regular food access.”

A burst of relief finally 
arrived on Tuesday, packaged 
in 25-pound boxes. Local food 
distributer Katsiroubas Brothers 
dropped off this food in the 

Fenway, the city’s new Resiliency 
Fund paid for it, and mutual 
aid network Fenway Cares 
helped to distribute it across the 
neighborhood.

Volunteers started out by 
listing hundreds of neighbors 
who need help. And shortly after 
the truck arrived in the Fenway, 
another volunteer army took 
charge of this list and gathered for 
door-to-door deliveries. Armed 
with gloves and masks, 30 people 
fanned across the neighborhood 

on foot and in cars, leaving food 
boxes by residents’ front doors 
and in the entrances of several 
senior apartment complexes. 

For the Fenway, this is the 
second emergency food drop 
to arrive in the neighborhood. 
One month ago, more than 
300 local families received fresh 
produce using the same model. 
About Fresh, a local nonprofit 
that helped to coordinate both 
deliveries, expects these regular 
food drops to continue for several 
months.

“We’re doubling our deliveries 
every week,” About Fresh CEO 
Josh Trautwein said. “A lot of 
people are experiencing food 
insecurity for the first time.”

Occasional fruit and vegetable 
deliveries are just a small piece 
of the food insecurity puzzle, 
Bok noted. She hopes to build 
a larger distribution system that 
brings staple foods directly to 
Bostonians, ensuring that the 
financial and health worries 
wrought by coronavirus do not 
deprive residents of essentials.

Still, community leaders say 
this week’s delivery was reassur-
ing. Despite a public health crisis, 
dozens of neighbors volunteered 
to help the area’s neediest, 
reconnecting the neighborhood 
in an isolating time.

“It’s really heartwarming to 
see that people are willing to 
volunteer, especially during a 
time like this,” said Jaya Aiyer 
from Fenway Community 
Development Corporation, 
which is helping to distribute 
the boxes. “We’re going to reach 
people who might not otherwise 
have access.”
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One island. Fourteen homes. Infinite memories.

Nantucket houses are available  
to rent by the week in the  

summer time. Shorter term rentals 
are available throughout the year.

8,000 Trees
Continued from Page 6

Chopping down tree limbs may not 
seem like a task in need of detailed 
recordkeeping. Yet in a park system 
filled with thousands of old trees in 
varying states of repair, a solid database 
allows staff to identify issues proactive-
ly and prioritize work efficiently. 
Instead of walking around the parks 
in search of problems, workers look up 
which trees need attention and focus 
their efforts accordingly.

This system is already paying 
dividends, Mauney-Brodek noted. 
Last year, parts of Greater Boston 
were beset by the emerald ash borer, 
an invasive beetle that devours ash 
trees and often leaves them dead. 
But instead of waiting for the pest to 
attack, Conservancy staff used their 
database to track down all of the park’s 
vulnerable ash trees and then target 
them for early preventative treatments.

“We were able to, within ten 
minutes, identify how many ash trees 
were in the Necklace,” she said.

This database emerged as part of 
the Conservancy’s five-year tree plan, 
which launched in 2015 and wraps up 
this year. The group aimed to identify 
the needs and health problems of 
every tree in the Emerald Necklace, 
and a digital dataset became the most 

efficient way to tackle this hefty task.
Other park systems keep databas-

es on their trees, including the 
Esplanade Association and New York 
City’s parks department. However, 
Mauney-Brodek says the Emerald 
Necklace’s system is unique because 
it is maintained jointly by the 
Conservancy, the city of Boston and 
the town of Brookline.

“It’s [one of the only ones] that I 
know of that has significant private 
donations supporting it,” she said. 
“There’s a true partnership between 
the community and donors and the 
private sector.”

Numbering tree trunks is just one 
part of the Conservancy’s ongoing 
maintenance plan. The group is also 
hoping to plant hundreds of new 
trees over the next few months, and 
in previous years, it has treated the 
Necklace’s soil to counteract road salt 
and make the dirt’s chemical makeup 
healthier for plants.

Regardless, pruning existing trees 
is essential to keeping the Necklace 
healthy and the city’s air clean. And for 
advocates like Mauney-Brodek, this 
work is best done using hard numbers 
and precise records.

“Tree health is very important for 
the health of the park, and the city, 
and everyone who lives in it,” she said. 
“We want to bring every tree up to a 
certain level of care.”

Summer at Fenway
Continued from Page 6

However, based on how other countries are 
handling their sports, he hopes that Sox players 
could get back to work in empty ballparks 
without fans.

“I’m optimistic that baseball will resume 
on television in the not so distant future,” 
said Friedman, who emphasized that  
it would be critical for players and anyone else 
on the field to be tested for the coronavirus 
frequently. The Red Sox organization said they 
have worked to flatten the curve by continuing 

to work from home since March 13, with the 
exception of a skeleton crew of facilities, securi-
ty and critical maintenance crews. The MGM 
Music Hall’s construction has stopped and the 
initial opening date of Fall of 2021 will likely be 
delayed. The Red Sox Foundation has allocated 
nearly $1M toward coronavirus measures, 
including $250,000 to help buy laptops to 
help Boston Public School students last month 
and the creation of a Hardship Fund for food 
security for families in the neighborhood. 

Yet, the organization will have to wait for 
state and city officials before moving forward 
with any further decisions on events or potential 
baseball season at Fenway. 

Need Some Gas?
Continued from Page 7

This brutal environment has led thousands 
of stations nationwide to close over the last 20 
years. “There are lots of reasons why gas stations 
are disappearing more generally,” Buell said.

These business conditions have squeezed 

profits and made staying open a challenge for 
local operators, but a lack of competition could 
make selling slightly easier for the few survivors. 
Ivil’s gas station still faces an tough future, he 
said, but his customer base has expanded as 
competitors have closed down.

“I hate to see other businesses go out of 
business,” Ivil said. “[But] people without 
anywhere else to go tend to come here.”
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Beacon Hill is Boston’s quaint, old 
world enclave. The neighborhood’s stately 
structures, cobblestone alleyways and narrow 
streets shaded by the tree’s leafy canopies 
make it an architectural masterpiece. This 
red brick townhouse is just a three minute 
walk from the Public Garden. Weeping 
beech trees sweep their limbs across the 
surface of the man-made duck pond. Just 
two blocks away lies Charles Street, Beacon 
Hill’s commercial hub featuring stylish 
boutiques selling clothing, jewelry and 
beauty products, casual pubs, local grocers, 
hub pizzerias, scrumptious Italian restau-
rants cafés, and more. 

Beacon Hill’s 160 Mt. Vernon Street, 
dates back to 1871, yet remains in excellent 
condition. The current owners of the 
building have been denizens of the building 
for 34 years. They carefully updated the 
house with some modern elements while 
preserving original architectural details 
and its historic ambience. Luminous light 
streams in through the bay windows offering 
sensational views of a nearby church and 
charming streetscapes. 

The interior of this single family home 
encompasses five bedrooms, each with 
its own fireplace and private bathroom¬. 
In accordance with the traditional use of 
Boston’s townhouses, the first floor contains 
the public reception rooms. The front entry 
leads into a foyer with a fireplace and coat 
closet. The foyer flows into the pale yellow 
dining room with white wainscoting 

and a bar area. This room is perfect for 
throwing small dinner parties and shaking 
up cocktails for your guests or simply  
relaxing after a long day at work. Walk 
through the sliding doors and you’ll reach 
the sunny country kitchen with a built-in 
eating area and fireplace. 

Up the staircase you’ll find the serene 
master bedroom which contains two closets 

as well as built-in bookshelves, and leads 
directly into the luxurious master bathroom. 
Just across the hall is the elegant living room 
with a large bay window facing Brimmer 
street; perfect for people watching. Two 
more bedrooms complete with connected 
bathrooms are on the third floor, while the 
last bedroom is on the fourth floor along 
with a quaint half bath and an artist’s 
studio which could alternatively be used 
as a bedroom. A stairway leads to the teak 
roof top deck where you can gaze out at the 
whole city, sneak away for a private moment 
or host gatherings al fresco. The ground floor 
houses a freshly renovated family room, an 
ideal spot to curl up in front of the fireplace 
with a book or watch a movie. The home’s 
pièce de résistance is the lush garden area; a 
gorgeous sight with leafy vines climbing over 
the wooden fence. 

The home’s amenities include a laundry 
room with a soaking sink, central air 
conditioning, gas heating and a full on-site 
parking space. The townhouse is priced at 
$4,975,000. Contact Sally Brewster at (617) 
367-0505 for more information.

Our Local Real Estate
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617.556.2900

thefactoryonwareham.com

DevelopeD by The HollanD companies,  

DesigneD in Partnership with Hacin & Associates. 

new & exclusive Residential Homes  

in the SoWa neighborhood
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W E  A R E  T H E  S O U T H  C O A S T

T H E  S O U T H  C O A S T

MilburyRE.com               304 Elm Street, South Dartmouth, MA 02748               (508) 997 7400

It's not just a place . . . it's a LIFESTYLE!

M I L B U R Y  &  C O M P A N Y
C E L E B R A T I N G  4 0  Y E A R S  O F  S E R V I C E

1 9 8 0 2 0 2 0

Here at MILBURY & COMPANY, we are
thrilled to be the South Coast's #1

brokerage of distinctive properties from
modest, rose-covered cottages to vast

oceanfront estates and farms . . . 

In today's uncharted waters, we are practicing social distancing and operating FULL STEAM AHEAD
in a virtual world.  We've been inundated with buyers seeking a retreat from city living!  We invite
you to DISCOVER THE SOUTH COAST . . . with extensive travel plans cancelled for the foreseeable
future and many now working from home it's a great time to invest in these seaside communities

offering a rural environment, great beaches, organic farms and acres of conserved land with walking
and riding trails.  Best yet, we're only an hour from Boston with NO bridges or ferries required!

Y O U R  S O U T H  C O A S T  C O N N E C T I O N

ENCHANTING COTTAGE SET
AMIDST 5 PRIVATE ACRES

Offered at $495,000

PADANARAM HARBOR VIEWS
WITHIN A SEASIDE ENCLAVE

Offered at $2,975,000

EXQUISITE RESIDENCE & BARN
SET ON 8 PRIVATE ACRES

Offered at $1,795,000

SHINGLED CONTEMPORARY ON
4 PASTORAL ACRES

Offered at $1,145,000

C A L L  U S  T O D A Y  A N D  S A F E L Y  M A K E  Y O U R  C O A S T A L  L I V I N G  D R E A M S  A  R E A L I T Y !

R O U N D  H I L LS A L T E R ' S  P O I N T

TURN OF THE CENTURY SUMMER COMMUNITY
BEACHES, GOLF, TENNIS & INTOXICATING VIEWS

Offerings range from $1,100,000 to $1,250,000

GATED SEASIDE COMMUNITY WITH BEACH, TENNIS,
POOL, CLUBHOUSE & TRENT JONES GOLF COURSE

Offerings range from $785,000 to $1,395,000

WESTPORTWESTPORT SOUTH DARTMOUTHSOUTH DARTMOUTHSOUTH DARTMOUTH


